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USS Sable (IX-81) was a training ship of the United States Navy during World War II. Originally built as the
passenger ship Greater Buffalo, a sidewheel excursion steamer, she was purchased by the Navy in 1942 and
converted to a training aircraft carrier to be used on the Great Lakes.
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World War I was the first major conflict involving the large-scale use of aircraft. Tethered observation balloons
had already been employed in several wars, and would be used extensively for artillery spotting.
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